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certainty of the development of the highest 
in literature and civilization that the world 
has ever known. 

The CHAIRMAN: That ends the 
California program and Miss Tyler will 
preside over this session until its adjourn- 
ment. 

(Miss Tyler takes the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN: There are some matters 
of business that must of necessity be taken 
up in this closing session of the meeting. 
First we will ask if there is any unfinished 
business that has come over to us from 
the previous session. Probably it would 
be well at this time for the Secretary 
to make such announcements as are neces- 
sary. 

The SECRETARY: At the direction of 
the Executive Board last night, the Secre- 
tary sent the following telegram for the 
Association. 

May 23, 1911. 
Dr. JOHN S. BILLINGS, 

Director N. Y. Public Library, 
New York City. 

The American library association in con- 
ference at Pasadena sends congratulations 
to authorities of the public library and 
citizens of New York on the auspicious 
opening of the greatest of municipal li- 
braries in the noble building dedicated to- 
day. GEORGE B. UTLEY, 

Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN: At this juncture, it 
seems to me well that we should hear from 
our Committee on resolutions, Mr. Geo. S. 
Godard, chairman. 

Mr. Godard presented the following 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLVED: That the grateful thanks of 
the American library association are due 
and are hereby given to those who by 
their united efforts have made this our 
Thirty-third annual meeting so successful. 

First: To those who assisted in the 
program: Willard Huntington Wright, of 
Los Angeles; Dr. Benjamin Ide Wheeler, 
President University of California; Dr. J. 
A. B. Scherer, President Throop Polytech- 
nic Institute; Hon. Hiram W. Johnson, Gov- 
ernor of California; Mr. Lincoln Steffens, 



and Dr. George Wharton James, whose sev- 
eral addresses have added much to the 
meetings; and to Mr. A. C. Vroman, whose 
illustrated lecture on California Missions 
will long be remembered. 

Second: To the Pasadena Local Com- 
mittee of arrangements, Miss N. M. Russ, 
librarian of the Pasadena public library, 
Chairman, and her Board of trustees, for 
the hearty welcome extended and abundant 
provision made for our comfort and en- 
tertainment. 

Third: To the Shakespeare Club and 
its president, Miss Anna L. Meeker, for 
the courtesies extended to us in providing 
so convenient and comfortable a meeting 
place. 

Fourth: To the Pasadena Board of 
Trade and the Los Angeles library board 
and Chamber of Commerce for the cordial 
hospitality shown us and to the citizens who 
kindly made it possible for us to acquaint 
ourselves with the beauties of their cities. 

Fifth: To the ladies of Pasadena and 
librarian and friends of the Long Beach 
public library, who so thoughtfully and gen- 
erously met us with flowers at San Bernar- 
dino, and provided flowers for the adorn- 
ment of our several rooms. 

Sixth: To the management of the Hotel 
Maryland for unfailing courtesies and ex- 
cellent service rendered. 

Seventh: To the representatives of the 
press who have done so much to make 
accessible, both here in California and at 
our homes, the proceedings of our several 
meetings. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. S. GODARD, 
DEMARCHUS C. BROWN, 
MARY F. ISOM, 

Committee on Resolutions. 

Mr. GODARD: Madam Chairman, I move 
the acceptance of the report and the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

A DELEGATE: Second the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is moved and 
seconded that the report be accepted and 
the resolutions adopted. I know it will give 
you all great pleasure to vote for this and 
thus express the sentiment which the Com- 
mittee have so well voiced. All those who 
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are in favor of the adoption of this report 
and its resolutions will indicate it by rising. 
(The vote was unanimous.) 

Mr. HILL: Madam Chairman, following 
the report of the Committee on Resolutions, 
I beg to submit the following minute for 
the expression of the association: 

"The American library association, 
assembled at its Thirty-third annual meet- 
ing, sends greeting to Miss Helen E. 
Haines, of Pasadena, who has been so in- 
strumental in drawing this Association to 
this lovely state. It is with sincere regret 
we note her absence from our Association 
and we desire to thank her for the splendid 
work she has done for libraries and to ex- 
press the wish that she may soon return to 
us improved in strength and health." 

I move the adoption of that minute, it 
now being in the form of a resolution. 

Miss AHERN: It gives me great pleasure 
to second the vote of greeting to be senl 
to one who for so many years was a famil- 
iar figure to the members of the American 
library association. To her interest in ex- 
tending the library service in general, we 
are all debtors. To her particular work in 
the extension of library knowledge, there 
is a personal debt on my part as one who 
learned much from the lines well laid down 
by her for so many years. We are all grate- 
ful for the pleasure we have had in Pasa- 
dena, our chief regret being that we are un- 
able to tender to her personally our recog- 
nition of her part in bringing us to this 
beautiful city. There is deeper regret, 
also, in the thought that her absence is 
caused by her attention to the affairs of 
our Association. It is with the greatest 
pleasure that I second the vote of recogni- 
tion of Miss Haines' services. 

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any other 
remarks on this resolution? I am sure there 
could be many words added to those which 
have been so beautifully spoken and I 
will ask you again to express your approval 
of this resolution by a rising vote. 

(The vote was unanimous.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any other 
matters that should come before the Asso- 
ciation at this time? 

Miss AHERN: Many of you know of the 
effort of a number of the strong members 
of the different state associations to bring 



about a closer relation between the Ameri- 
can library association and the various li- 
brary organizations throughout the country, 
for mutual helpfulness in library work. This 
matter has been before the council for 
something over a year and has now come 
to a favorable conclusion. Under the exist- 
ing form of the constitution of the Ameri- 
can library association it will be impossible 
for this affiliation to take the effective and 
favorable form that it should, and it is 
therefore with the desire to bring the 
various associations throughout the country 
into closer affiliation with the American 
library association at an early date that I 
offer at this time an amendment to the 
constitution of the latter. 

I move to amend Section 14 of the 
constitution by striking out such provision 
as is therein made for the election of 
twenty-five members by the Council and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following as 
the second paragraph of the section on 
membership: 
"Other members may be added under such 
conditions and restrictions as the Associ- 
ation may determine by resolution adopted 
at any annual conference thereof, notice of 
such proposed change having been given 
not later than one month prior to the date 
of the conference." 

So Section 14, amended, shall read as 
follows : 

"Section 14. Membership. The Council 
shall consists of the Executive board, the 
ex-presidents of the American library asso- 
ciation who continue as members thereof, 
the presidents of affiliated societies who 
are members of the Association, and 
twenty-five members elected by the Associ- 
ation at large. The elected members shall 
be chosen five each year by the Associ- 
ation to hold office for five years. Other 
members may be added under such condi- 
tions and restrictions as the Association 
may determine by resolution adopted at any 
annual conference thereof, notice of such 
proposed change having been given not 
later than one month prior to the date of 
the conference." 

This will give the Association the power 
to add to its Council such members of the 
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Association as it may deem desirable to 
serve in such position, and, as stated in 
the beginning, shortens the time which 
must elapse before we may have the bene- 
fit of the proposed affiliation. I think there 
may be a number of other reasons that 
would support this, but as the time is short, 
I move its adoption. 

The CHAIRMAN: You have heard the 
motion. Is there a second to it? 

Mr. LEGLER: I take great pleasure in 
seconding the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN: You have heard the 
motion and it has been seconded; any re- 
marks? 

Mr. HILL: I would merely ask if there 
is any limit placed on the number of the 
Council? It would appear from that amend- 
ment that all the members of the Associ- 
ation could be elected on the Council. 

Miss AHERN: "Other members may be 
added under such conditions and restric- 
tions as the Association may determine." 

Mr. HILL: An unlimited number? 

Miss AHERN: If they want them. 

Mr. ANDREWS: The Council has 
appointed a Committee to consider the affil- 
iation. This Committee has been asked to 
submit a scheme and the state 
associations have been asked to con- 
sider that scheme, and it seems to me 
a lack of courtesy to take action at this 
time. I oppose the adoption of the amend- 
ment now, not that I oppose its ultimate 
adoption, or that there are not strong 
reasons for making a change in the elec- 
tion of the members of the Council. 

The CHAIRMAN: Any other remarks? 

Mr. LEGLER: I think the question ought 
to be thoroughly understood. Those of you 
who were present at the Bretton Woods 
conference, when the Association adopted 
the revised code, by-laws and constitution, 
remember that the discussion centered 
around this particular clause and that if it 
had come to a final determination by a vote 
upon this proposition separately, there is 
no question but that the amendment, as 
proposed, would have been absolutely and 
overwhelmingly defeated. It was adopted 
because those who were opposed on prin- 
ciple realized that it was essential to adopt 



some modified form of the constitution, and 
so, as you will recall, they waived, for the 
time being, their objection to this particu- 
lar clause and adopted the constitution as 
a whole, reserving for themselves the priv- 
ilege of drafting such amendments there- 
after as might seem advisable. The only 
argument that has been made in justifica- 
tion of the position which permits the 
Council to add to its own membership is 
that the Association at large might at some 
time fail to select or overlook some one 
who would prove a valuable member. It 
would thus be possible for the Council to 
give to the rank and file of the Association 
membership what was good for them in- 
stead of what they might want themselves. 
I believe it is entirely undemocratic not to 
allow an association to select for itself the 
members of the Council. I think it advis- 
able to add to our membership that large 
body of workers all over this country who 
to-day have practically no representation 
in any of the conferences held from year 
to year. A plan was outlined this morning, 
aiming to add to our membership some 
five or six thousand library workers 
of whom at the present time we have only 
relatively a handful. We can get thesa 
members if we can offer something to give 
them a personal interest. I think that would 
be a mighty good thing. I am, therefore, 
very glad to second the resolution pre- 
sented by Miss Ahem. 

Mr. CARR: I suppose a majority of us 
know this action will not be final but mere- 
ly the first step; and will require subse- 
quent action at another conference. I do 
not think there would be anything dis- 
courteous whatever in taking this tenta- 
tive step, and also that it would be very 
much in the interest of the association to do 
so. 

Mr. ANDREWS: Let the president 
remind the members that only those who 
have been members three-quarters of a year 
can vote. 

Mr. RANCK: This resolution, the amend- 
ment to the constitution, interests me very 
much as a member of the Committee to 
bring about closer relations between the 
local library organizations of the country 
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and the national organization, the A. L. A. 
The feeling I have about this is that while 
this may not be the best form of amend- 
ment, its adoption to-day may enable us to 
gain a year, as this is only the first step. 
Therefore I am heartily in favor of hav- 
ing it passed at this time and if, in the 
light of a year's study which this Com- 
mittee is going to give this subject, we feel 
that it is the best form of amendment then 
definite action can be taken accordingly a 
year hence. By passing this resolution to- 
day we are certainly putting ourselves in 
position to gain a year's time. 

Mr. LANE: I think it is a mistake to 
pass an amendment of this kind. It seems 
to be extremely indefinite in its system 
and application, and I cannot quite imagine 
just how it might work out. We want 
something more definite. I am heartily in 
sympathy with the idea of having in the 
Council representatives from state associ- 
ations and other associations of a similar 
character who are connected with us, but I 
think the time to make arrangements for 
that is after the subject has taken a more 
definite shape. 

I am also sorry to see by this amendment 
the dropping of what seems to me a very 
valuable element of our present arrange- 
ment, namely, the provision for addition to 
the Council by a vote of its own members. 
I think it would be a great mistake to drop 
that. 

Mr. HILL: For one, I can't quite see how 
we are going to gain a year by passing 
this amendment, because the constitution 
says it requires two years, — two consecu- 
tive years — to adopt an amendment, and if 
this amendment is amended now there 
would still be two years ahead of us and 
I feel, while I am in sympathy with some 
parts of the amendment, certainly 
with the desire to affiliate with state 
associations, still, that the amendment 
ought to be thought over a little longer and 
a little more carefully. I wonder if it could 
be referred to some committee, or the 
Executive board, to await the report of 
that special committee. 

Mr. LEGLER: If I may be permitted to 
answer, very briefly, Mr. Hill's question,— 



it seems to me that if it requires two con- 
secutive adoptions to amend the consti- 
tution, we certainly gain a year by adopt- 
ing the proposed amendment now rather 
than to let it go over for another year. 
Otherwise, it would require two years from 
now for final action. This amendment con- 
templates no special scheme beyond a 
general enabling act to incorporate under 
its provision such definite plan, as the Com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose may 
formulate. 

Mr. HILL: I should like to agree with the 
remarks of the speaker, but the resolution 
certainly says the membership may be 
unlimited. The A. L. A. can put anybody 
into the Council and the Council itself 
could be as large as the Association. 

The CHAIRMAN: That would mean 
abolishing the Council, practically? 

Mr. HILL: Practically. 

Mr. ANDREWS: I am in doubt whether 
this resolution, if adopted, would have any 
legal effect as long as the present pro- 
vision for amendments to the constitution 
is in force. You cannot provide for changes 
in the membership of a selected body other- 
wise than by amendment of the organic 
law. 

Miss AHERN: This amendment will have 
to be acted upon again under the present 
constitution, and that means certainly two 
years before it becomes effective. 

Just one word in regard to Mr. Lane's 
objection. The amendment does not take 
from the Council all nominations of mem- 
bers of the Council. But the Council should 
be a small body and might well consist 
alone of the various members named — 
the members of the Executive board, the 
ex-presidents of the Association, the presi- 
dents of affiliated societies and twenty-five 
members selected by the Council and 
elected by the Association. Ex-presidents 
are supposed to be men who have contrib- 
uted their best to the development of the 
Association; the presidents of affiliated 
societies, we take it, will be the best ma- 
terial they may have to offer. There will be 
the members of the Executive board, who 
are nominated by the Council, and ought 
to represent it, and who are people that 
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in the judgment of the Council will best 
conduct the business of the Association. 
Now, here comes a chance for the Asso- 
ciation itself, under such restrictions and 
terms as it may think best, and the Asso- 
ciation itself ought to have the power of 
saying what those restrictions shall be, 
to place certain members on the Council. 
It seems to me that it is in no way reflect- 
ing on any member of the Council, for the 
Association at large to preserve to itself 
the right to say that such other members 
shall be in the Council in addition to those 
which the Council itself has proposed shall 
be there. 

I want to refer again to the promise that 
was made on the floor of the conference 
at Bretton Woods to those of us who wished 
to have that particular clause modified. 
The promise was definitely made that we 
should be given a chance to offer to the 
Association this amendment, and you will 
also recall that the matter went over, just 
as it has this time, until it was almost the 
close of the last business session. Now, 
there is a whole year ahead before this 
amendment could become effective. If, in 
the meantime, the Committee or the state 
associations shall have worked out a plan 
of affiliation and offered it to the Associ- 
ation, the Association can vote as it pleases 
on that which the Committee offers. We 
do not know at this time that it will accord 
with the constitution as it is at present. 
We are all supposed to be interested in 
promoting the best interests of the Asso- 
ciation, and I don't believe that we incur 
much danger by leaving in the hands of 
the Association itself as much power as 
is given by this amendment when so many 
other things are delegated to the Council. 
I would not have brought the amendment 
in here at this time if there was any other 
way of getting it on record. 

Mr. LANE: I understood by the amend- 
ment, as read, that the provision for elec- 
tion of members by the Council was left 
out. Is that not so? 

Miss AHERN: Not at all. The Council 
shall consist of the Executive board, the 
ex-presidents of the American library asso- 
ciation who continue as members thereof, 



the presidents of affiliated societies who 
are members of the Association, and 
twenty-five members elected by the Associ- 
ation at large. The elected members shall 
be chosen five each year by the Associ- 
ation and hold office for five years. All the 
nominations are still made by the Council. 
I don't see how the small body is any 
safer in its choice of the people who shall 
direct the best efforts of the Association 
than is the Association itself. Surely the 
created has nothing to fear from the cre- 
ator. 

Mr. LANE: May I add just one word? It 
seems to me we have lost sight of the 
main object of the Council. It provides a 
small body to discuss library matters in 
a handier way than can be done by the 
larger body of the Association. Moreover 
the provision of our constitution which 
allows the Council itself to add to its 
membership from those who may have been 
overlooked seems to me an admirable plan. 

Mr. HILL: Will the chair read that arti- 
cle which applies to the amendment of the 
constitution and those who are qualified 
to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Secretary will 
please read the article. (The Secretary 
reads Sections 25 and 2 of the constitu- 
tion.) 

Mr. BLACKWELDER: I would rather 
have some person or committee delegated 
to consider this question and give us a re- 
port at the next meeting than to vote for 
the amendment which has been proposed. 

Miss AHERN: I am perfectly willing to 
answer any questions Mr. Blackwelder may 
ask. 

Mr. BLACKWELDER: The main ques- 
tion, which I do not think can be answered, 
is how is the thing going to work. There 
is an indefinite proposition there and I 
would like to have a little more time. 

Miss AHERN: You have two years be- 
fore it is adopted. 

Mr. BLACKWELDER: If you adopt it in 
one form tentatively it has to be adopted 
finally in that form. 

Mr. LEGLER: Any action we take now 
does not make it final. You have a whole 
year to make up your mind whether on 
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the final vote you are in favor or against 
it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Are you ready for the 
question? All those in favor of this reso- 
lution as presented by Miss Ahem will 
indicate it by rising. The Secretary will 
please count the votes. 

Mr. ANDREWS: Will the chair ask those 
who claim to have two votes and repre- 
sentation twice to so indicate it? 

The CHAIRMAN: All those who claim 
to be represented twice, will please indi- 
cate it. 

The Secretary reported number of votes 
cast, 50; necessary for carrying the motion, 
38; Affirmative 36, negative 14. The motion 
was declared lost. 

The CHAIRMAN: The Secretary will 
present the report on the meetings of the 
Executive board and the Council. 



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

There were two meetings of the Execu- 
tive board. At the first only matters of 
routine business were transacted. 

At the second meeting, held after the 
election of officers, Mr. Henry E. Legler, 
resigned as non-oflicial member, having 
been elected first vice-president, and Miss 
Alice S. Tyler was elected to fill the un- 
expired term. 

Committees 

The following committees were appointed 
for the ensuing year: 

Publishing board: Messrs. Henry E. 
Legler and H. C. Wellman were reappointed 
for a term of three years each. 

Finance committee: C. W. Andrews, 
F. F. Dawley and Edwin H. Anderson. 

Public documents committee: G. S. 
Godard, Johnson Brigham, Ernest Brunck- 
en, L. J. Burpee, T. W. Koch, T. M. Owen, 
S. H. Ranck, Adelaide R. Hasse and J. I. 
Wyer, Jr. 

Co-operation with the N. E. A.: Mary E. 
Ahem, Genevieve M. Walton, Irene War- 
ren, J. C. Dana and George H. Locke. 

Library administration: Harrison W. 
Craver, IT. M. Lydenberg and Ethel F. Mc- 
Collough. 



Library training: A. S. Root, A. E. 
Bostwick, Mary W. Plummer, Adam J. 
Strohm, Caroline M. Underbill, Daisy B. 
Sabin, Cornelia Marvin and Frank A. 
Hutchins. 

Internationa! relations: Herbert Put- 
nam, E. C. Richardson, J. S. Billings, W. C. 
Lane and R. R. Bowker. 

Bookbuying: W. L. Brown was desig- 
nated as Chairman with power to select 
two other members. 

Bookbinding: A. L. Bailey, Margaret W. 
Brown and N. L. Goodrich. 

Federal and state relations: B. C. Stein- 
er, T. L. Montgomery, J. L. Gillis, H. R. 
Mcllwaine and C. F. D. Belden. 

Catalog rules for small libraries: There- 
sa Hitchler, Margaret Mann and Emma 
F. Cragin. 

Work with the blind: Mrs. Emma Neis- 
ser Delfino, J. L. Gillis and Laura 
Smith. 

Travel: F. W. Faxon was designated 
Chairman, with power to add to Commit- 
tee's membership. 

Co-ordination: C. H. Gould, J. L. Gillis, 
N. D. C. Hodges, W. C. Lane, Herbert Put- 
nam, T. W. Koch and J. C. Schwab, with 
power to add to its number. 

Program: Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, Henry 
E. Legler and George B. Utley. 

Place of 1912 Conference 

Invitation to hold the 1912 Conference in 
Ottawa, Canada, having been received from 
the authorities of that city it was voted 
that this invitation be accepted, on con- 
dition that satisfactory arrangements for 
hotels, railroad rates and place of meeting 
can be made. 

The following resolution by the A. L. A. 
Catalog section regarding the appointment 
of a committee to compile an official code 
for classifiers was read ,upon which it 
was voted that the communication be 
referred to the editor of the A. L. A. Man- 
ual of library economy for advice whether 
same could be incorporated in a chapter 
of the Manual, and requesting report from 
him at the January meeting of the Board. 



